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UNCLAS COLOMBO 2987 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BTRA/CE 

SUB J : VISIT OF TEXAS INSTRUMENTS VICE PRESIDENT 


REF: STATE 164448 


1 . ECON OFFICER INFORMED DR. SIVALI H. RATWATTE, DEPUTY DIRECTOR 
GENERAL (INVESTMENTS), GREATER COLOMBO ECONOMIC COMMISSION, OF 
PROPOSED VISITS OF JOHN CANTRELL (JULY 6-7) AND VICE PRESIDENT DALE 
CUNNINGHAM (JULY 8-10). RATWATTE SAID HE WOULD BE DELIGHTED TO MEET 
WITH CANTRELL ON EITHER THE 6TH OR THE 7TH. IF CANTRELL WISHES TO 

TALK WITH OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION,THAT CAN BE ARRANGED AFTER 
HIS ARRIVAL. RATWATTE REQUESTED FLIGHT INFORMATION ON ARRIVALS 
OF BOTH CANTRELL AND CUNNINGHAM IN ORDER TO HAVE THEM MET AT 
AIRPORT. 

2. AS COMMISSION IS THE GOVERNING AUTHORITY FOR THE FREE TRADE 
ZONE. WE DO NOT PLAN TO MAKE ANY OTHER APPOINTMENTS FOR CANTRELL. 
HOWEVER, IF HE WISHES TO MEET WITH OTHER GSL OFFICIALS OR PRIVATE 
SECTOR REPRESENTATIVES, WE WILL BE PLEASED TO ARRANGE ADDITIONAL 
APPOINTMENTS. ECON OFFICER IS PREPARED TO BRIEF CANTRELL ON 
EMBASSY VIEW OF PRESENT INVESTMENT CLIMATE AND TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO 
MEETING WITH RATWATTE. 

3. ECON OFFICER ALSO SPOKE WITH UPALI GUDAMUNNE, PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
TO FINANCE MINISTER RONNIE DE MEL, TO ARRANGE FOR CUNNINGHAM TO 
MEET WITH THE MINISTER. GUDAMUNNE SAID MINISTER DE MEL NORMALLY 
SPENDS WEEKENDS IN HIS ELECTORAL DISTRICT, AND HIS SCHEDULE ON 
MONDAY, JULY 10, IS VERY TIGHT. HE PROMISED TO DISCUSS CUNNINGHAM S 
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VISIT WITH THE MINISTER AND TO TELEPHONE THE ECON OFFICER EITHER 
FRIDAY, JUNE 30, OR THE FOLLOWING MONDAY. WE WILL REPORT FURTHER 
AFTER GUDAMUNNE CALLS. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE ADVISE FLIGHT INFORMATION ON CANTRELL 
AND CUNNINGHAM, AND WHETHER CANTRELL WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH 
ANYONE OTHER THAN THE COMMISSION. 
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